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humanity deliberately sowed the seeds of a story
that must end on the quartering-block. The
King scented danger but acted secretly, and it was
not until the following spring, that of 15213 that
enough evidence had been accumulated to make
a charge possible. Then Buckingham, who had
been kept in the dark, was summoned to Court.

Supposing the summons to be one of the most
ordinary friendliness, the duke set out for London
without haste. He paused to worship and to
distribute alms on the way ; and actually called
on Wolsey, who was " not at home." The duke
drank a glass of wine in his house, made a gift of
money to his servants, and passed on to the
palace, a slow suspicion gathering in his mind.
Before he could reach the King, however, his
ship was boarded. He was arrested and taken to
the Tower. A few days later he was tried in the
Great Hall of Westminster. The seventeen peers
of the Court, headed by the old Duke of Norfolk,
were there to try him. He stood, alarmed and
amazed, while his own words were turned against
him, and the indictment piled up. Nobody
seemed to have forgotten a single quick or angry
word he had ever uttered. His acquaintances,
his servants, and his chaplain rose up and wit-
nessed. Not one peer dared to find him anything
but guilty, in spite of the fact that Norfolk, the
warrior of Flodden, burst into tears when he had
pronounced the sentence. Almost before he had
time to gather his wits, and without a single cry